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“Arizona’s Wild Places”
Jason Williams

Sedona - May 16 (Wed)
Jewish Community Center of Sedona

100 Meadowlark Drive (off Hwy 179)

Flagstaff - May 17 (Thurs)
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church

1601 N San Francisco St

Meetings start at 7:00 pm with social time.  
Formal meeting begins at 7:30pm. 

May Meeting

Audubon Celebration 2007 - You’re Invited!
 Join with friends old and new for a weekend 
of fun and learning! We’ve been working hard to 
put together a weekend of events for our Audubon 
members that will make this an event that goes on 
your calendar every year.  
 You’ll get the chance to meet and chat with  
John Flicker, President and CEO of the National 
Audubon Society. Jerry Jackson, renowned orni-
thologist, author, and popu-
lar writer for Birdwatcher’s 
Digest will also be there, as 
will César Mazier, past di-
rector of horticulture for the 
Desert Botanical Garden. He 
will teach us about Hum-
mingbird gardens.  Homer 
Hansen, chairman of the 
annual “Wings Over Will-
cox” birdwatching festival 
and sparrow expert will be 
teaching a sparrow class. 
And then there is banquet 
speaker David L. Pearson, 
author and co-author of 
books in the Ecotravellers’ Wildlife Guide series.   
 There are lots more activites and fi eld trips 
- you won’t want to miss out. Save Sept 14- 16th, 
and join the fun in Tempe. For further details 
and to request a registration packet, call Donna 
at 602.468.6470 or email egret@cox.net. Early 
registration is encouraged as some events will be 
limited.

Arizona’s Wild Places
Arizona is a place of incredible natural beauty. It 

is home to the Grand Canyon, the Sonoran Desert, 
and numerous forested mountains ranges. Thanks 
to Arizona’s beautiful landscape, recreational op-
portunities, and high quality of life, the state is 
growing at an astonishing rate; in the last ten years 
our population has grown 48% and will double to 
over 10 million by 2020. Dealing with this growth 

and resulting explosion in 
outdoor recreation, while 
preserving remaining wil-
derness, water and other 
wild places, is one of Arizo-
na’s biggest challenges. 

Federal public lands 
in Arizona total 31 million 
acres; Congress has desig-
nated 4.5 million acres, or 
6% of the state, as wilder-
ness, and 40 miles of the 
Verde River has been added 
to the National Wild and 
Scenic River System. The 
Arizona Wilderness Coali-

tion has determined that nearly 7 million acres of 
additional federal lands qualify for wilderness and 
hundreds of miles of rivers qualify for Wild and 
Scenic, yet these last remaining wild places are 
unprotected. It is our job to not only protect these 
lands and waters, but help build a growing aware-
ness and appreciation for  the vital ecological and 
economic services these lands provide. 

At our May meeting Jason Williams will take 
us on a  journey through Arizona’s diverse wilder-
ness, and discuss issues affecting local areas such 
as Forest Service roadless areas, BLM National 
Monuments, Fossil Creek, and the Verde River.

Jason serves as AWC’s Regional Director for the Central 
Mountains/Sonoran region.  He works from Prescott College 
under a collaborative partnership agreement that works to 
engage students and staff of the college in the work of protect-
ing Arizona’s wildlands.  Jason’s interest in wilderness stems 
from his background in Environmental Studies (MA Prescott 
College) and primitive recreational activities ranging from 
rock climbing, to hiking with his family.

Looking Down Calfpen Canyon, Fossil Springs Wilderness
Photo courtesy Nick Berezenko nbphoto@cybertrails.com
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President’s Corner - Phyllis Kegley, President

This is the last President’s Column for me. My 
term as President of NAAS is over June 30 and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you 
for your help during the last four years.

I am really proud of all our chapter has 
accomplished during this time as well as all the 
years since it began. I have been well aware that I 
was standing on the shoulders of many who came 
before me. Many of the projects were started before 
I was even a member of NAAS.

One person who has given so much to our 
chapter and to Audubon is Anita MacFarlane.  
She has been honored by National Audubon for her 
conservation work. Anita has worked on chapter 
projects large and small. She is a source of much 
conservation information and attends enumerable 
meetings to gather that information and give her 
input. I cannot thank her enough for all she has done 
so I am asking that you take the time to do so. Send 
her an email, write her a note, give her a hug, and 
shake her hand. Let her know how much you 
appreciate all she has done!

Lyman Brainerd has been NAAS Treasurer 
for longer than we’ve been a chapter. (Just kidding!) 
But he has been Treasurer for a long time and is 
now stepping down. Lyman will continue to help 
Judi Radd with the NAAS book program and we 
are grateful for that. Thank you, Lyman, for your 
service to the chapter as Board member, President 
and Treasurer.

Karin Slavey who has served the chapter as 
Membership co-Chair and is presently Vice President, 
will take over as Treasurer. Karin has been leading 
the Sedona meetings for several years.

Bea Cooley, who has been NAAS secretary for 
four years, has agreed to continue in that position. 
She serves the chapter in many other ways, too, 
including helping with bird monitoring at Tuzigoot 
IBA and the Rio de Flag IBA-to-be (we hope!). She 
and Jim Logan just completed teaching a Birding 
101 class which was a big success.

Kathie Satterfi eld, who joined the Board a 
little over a year ago, has jumped right in to help with 
the Verde Valley Birding Festival, Rio de Flag bird 
monitoring and organization of cleanup along the Rio 
de Flag/Logan’s Crossing area. Also, she chaired last 
year’s Birdathon. Kathie is a wealth of enthusiasm, 
ideas and information, having served previously as 
President of San Diego Audubon Society.

Marcia Lamkin is in her third term as 
Education Co-Chair and is doing a wonderful job 
of getting “Audubon Adventures” curriculum into 
local classrooms. She has organized programs 
for children and their families at Willow Bend, 
Coconino County Fairs and Science in the Park. The 
best way to thank Marcia is to volunteer to 
be the Education Co-Chair Below the Rim. 
That position has been empty since Joan Hamilton 
stepped down from it.

Wilma Morrison has been a Board member for 
many years and serves as the Hospitality Co-Chair for 
the Sedona meetings. She has led many fi eld trips and 
is always ready to help. Her spirit and enthusiasm 
are an inspiration to all of us.

Betsy Feinberg joined the Board in 2004 
and has organized four wonderful and successful 
NAAS birding trips to Mexico. She also has done the 
publicity for the Sedona/Verde Valley area and this 
year is chairing our Birdathon Fundraiser. She has 
raised much money for the latter, helped get prizes  
and hosted cookouts for the teams the last two years. 
In addition, she organized the Jerome CBC for the 
last two years.

Roger Radd has been our webmaster since 
before I joined the Board. He also has been 
Conservation Co-Chair BTR for many years. Roger 
spearheaded the partnership with Arizona Game 
and Fish Dept/Page Springs Fish Hatchery which 
includes the restoration work and trail building at 
Bubbling Ponds and the recently erected Ramada.

Judi Radd has been handling all the mail orders 
for our two birding guides since they were first 
published. She markets the books not only locally 
but nationally.

Bryan Cooperrider has been the BlackHawk 
Watch editor for four years. The newsletter is the 
main way that we communicate with members and 
we appreciate the great job Bryan does on this. He 
also is helping market and distribute the NAAS 
birding guides.

Jodi Griffith (in her third term), Dena 
Greenwood (one term), and Barbara Hirt (two 
terms) have served as Field Trip Co-Chairs, planning 
and coordinating excellent day birding trips. This is 
an important service for our members. Barbara is 
now serving as Membership Co-Chair BTR. Jodi is 
assisting with the Rio de Flag bird monitoring. Dena 
is in charge of all the fi eld trips for the VVB&NF.

Thanks to Chapter Leaders and Volunteers

See president,  page 7 president,  page 7 president
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Lamar Haines Memorial Wildlife Area

Sun, June 3 - Ken Murphy, leader

Meet at the Museum of Northern Arizona near 
the fl agpole at the Museum entrance at 7 am.  

From there we will carpool part way up the Snow-
bowl Road to the Lamar Haines Wildlife Area, also 
known as Viet Springs. We’ll look for birds of the 
aspen/mixed-conifer forest and for signs of black 
bear, as well. Bring binoculars, water, sun protec-
tion and warm clothes as the elevation is around 
8500 feet.  We will aim for a return time of around 
noon.  Contact Ken Murphy at 928.779.6054 for 
more information.

Page Springs Fish Hatchery
Sun, May 13 - Patty Dennison, leader

Join Patty Dennison at 8 am for  a Mothers’ 
Day Bird Walk at the Arizona Game and Fish 

Page Springs Fish Hatchery.  Meet at the Bubbling 
Ponds’ parking lot on the Page Springs Road, and 
from there you will enjoy a walk through a shady 
mesquite bosque, open cottonwoods and riparian 
habitat.   Water, hat, and sunscreen recommended.  
If you have questions about this fi eld trip, please 
call Patty at 928.649.3563. 

Fat Man’s Loop Trail
Saturday, July 7 - Zackary Zdindak, leader

Right here in Flagstaff on the southeast toe of Right here in Flagstaff on the southeast toe of RMount Elden, this rocky trail weaves its way RMount Elden, this rocky trail weaves its way R
through interior chaparral shrub habitat like you 
see in Oak Creek Canyon: junipers, cliff rose, ba-
nana yucca and mountain mahogany mingle with 
Ponderosa and oaks, as well as usually higher el-
evation Douglas and white fi r. Birds usually seen 
in past years enjoy the mixed habitats: Scrub jay, 
Green-tailed towhee, Canyon wren, Black-headed 
grosbeak, Hepatic & Western tanager, Blue-gray 
gnatcatcher, Lewis’s & Acorn woodpeckers, Her-
mit thrush and Red-faced warbler; occasionally a 
Clark’s nutcracker and once a Hutton’s vireo. One 
alligator juniper is well worth visiting! Meet at 7 
am in the Elden Trail parking area on the west 
side of Highway 89 just past the Flagstaff Mall and 
McDonald’s. The upper 2/3 of this loop trail takes 
on 300-400 feet in elevation and is like a staircase 
up and down the rocks. The lower third affords an 
easy stroll for more casual birders. Total trail length 
is 2.4 miles. Call Zack for details, 928.774.4229 or 
wildlife@lifedraw.com.

Anderson Mesa Wetlands :
Aquatic Bird & Wildlife Watching Sites

Saturday, July 28 - Rick Miller, leader

Many semi-permanent wetlands, not well 
known to birders, are located on Anderson 

Mesa within the boundaries of the IBA. Rick Miller 
from Region II Game & Fish Dept will lead the fi eld 
trip to explore for birds and wildlife at some of 
them. Specifi c sites will be chosen later, depending 
on road and water conditions. Meet at 6:30 am at 
the Game & Fish offi ces at 3500 S. Lake Mary Rd. 
We will carpool with participants’ vehicles that 
should have high clearance (4x4 not needed). Bring 
binocs & scope (if you have one), water, sunscreen, 
snacks/lunch. Not much walking expected. Call 
Elaine Morrall at 928.526.1022 to sign up, or for 
more information.

Elden Mountain
Saturday, August 18 - Jodi Griffi th, leader

The top of Elden in this season is a good place 
to fi nd tougher to spot local species like Golden-

crowned kinglet and Red-breasted nuthatch, without 
having to hike up the big mountain next door. It’s also 
great for early migrants like Hermit and Townsend’s 
warblers and post-nesting/wandering Black-throated 
gray, Virginia’s, and Red-faced warblers, and Olive-
sided fl ycatchers. Raptors like Sharp-shinned hawks 
and Red-tails can also be counted on. Meet at 7:30 
am at the Museum of Northern Arizona at the fl ag-
pole near the Museum entrance. We’ll carpool from 
there. Bring binocs, sunscreen, water, and some 
snacks to tide you over if we don’t get back right at 
noon.  Contact Jodi for more info at 928.556.0097 or 
jgriffi th@mna.mus.az.us

“M” Lakes and Ashurst
Sunday, Sept 23 - Tom Linda, leader

Join Tom for a fi eld trip to Lakes Mary, Mor-
mon and Ashurst in search of fall migrants.  At 

Mormon Lake, we will check the overlook and then 
walk the bluff trail for about two miles.  This being 
Arizona, anything can show up at this time of year. 
We will meet at the Mormon Lake Ranger District 
Station at 4375 S. Lake Mary Road at 8 am and pro-
ceed from there. Weather is always unpredictable, 
so bring a jacket as well as lunch and your favorite 
birding adventure story. If you have questions 
about the trip, contact Tom at 928.527.6899.
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“The estuary nighttime mangrove swamp ride 
was one of the premier outdoor experiences of my 
life,” writes a well-traveled NAAS member about this 
March’s San Blas, Mexico trip.  “When can we do this 
again?” asked another member who participated in 
the Alamos trip a week later.

Although Mexico comprises only around 1.5% of our 
planet’s land area, it harbors about 10% of the world’s 
biodiversity.  Its rich biota, proximity to Arizona, friendly 
people, and good food make it a prime location for NAAS 
trips.  However, what made our March trips really spe-
cial was the caliber of our guide Mark Pretti.

Our San Blas/Copala and Alamos trips were not 
just birding trips; they were natural history and cul-
tural trips.   Mark taught us a lot about birds, but also 
about plants, reptiles, amphibians, butterfl ies and 
other insects, and how the local 
cultures impact on regional eco-
systems.

Copala is a tiny 17th-cen-
tury village an hour inland from 
Mazatlan.  From our hillside 
hotel, we watched fantastically-
colored turquoise, green and red 
Military macaws fl ying below us, 
fl ocks of Black-throated magpie 
jays with long, sweeping tails, 
shy Squirrel-cuckoos garbed in 
rich cinnamon brown, skulky 
Blue mockingbirds, Rufous-
crowned motmots, and Yellow-winged caciques.  We 
nick-named the cacique, the “game bird,” not because 
it is good to eat (it’s an Icterid), but because its greatly 
varied song sounded just like a video game.

Our lovely hotel in San Blas was called the Garza 
Canela, the Spanish name for the Boat-billed heron.  
Two boat trips, one during the day and one at night, 
gave us an opportunity to see these spectacular herons 
close up.  In fact, we had the rare privilege of pulling 
into a sheltered mangrove cul-de-sac and watching 
Boat-billed herons building a nest.  Of the 235 species 
of birds we found in San Blas and Copala, many were 
waterbirds, including Wood storks, both White-faced 
and White ibises, Roseate spoonbills, and 12 species 
of herons and egrets.

Along the river, which empties through pristine 
mangrove estuaries into the Pacifi c, big Yaqui slider 
turtles plopped into the water, crocodiles basking in 
the sun vanished into the water at the approach of our 

NAAS Adventures in Mexico: 
Buff-collared Nightjars, Horned larks ..... and Crocodiles! - Betsy Feinberg

boat, iguanas soaked up the heat at the tops of dead 
snags.  On the return trip under a full moon, Northern 
potoos, relatives of Whip-poor-wills and Nighthawks, 
simulated dead snags so perfectly that they would 
have been invisible, but for our boatman’s light on 
their huge orange eyes.

Bumble-bee hummingbirds, tiny creatures with 
cocked tails like wrens, laughing and Collared for-
est falcons, a clandestine Rufous-necked wood rail, a 
Sora that marched right up to within a few feet of our 
beached boat, a Ferruginous pygmy owl that called 
in the early morning right outside the Garza Canela, 
spectacular strangler fi gs, enormous gumbo limbo 
trees, and gorgeous butterfl ies added to our pleasure.

A very special treat was a visit to a shade-grown cof-
fee plantation in the village of Tecuitata, where we were 

treated to a special home-made 
lunch in a shady oasis at the edge 
of the coffee-drying patio.  Capu-
lin Coffee hand processes all their 
coffee and the results are the 
richest, most complex brew most 
of us had ever tasted.

Alamos had its special treats 
this year as well.  During our 
fi rst evening at Rancho Acosta 
we were surprised by a haunting 
song, a waterfall of sound remi-
niscent of a canyon wren.  A pair 
of Buff-collared nightjars were 

hanging out near the veranda, alternately singing and 
acrobatically dive-bombing for insects.

In Alamos we were also graciously welcomed at 
the home of an American conservationist, Stephanie 
Meyer, who lived near our hotel, the Rancho Acosta.   
Sitting in Stephanie’s garden, we watched Hooded, 
Bullock’s, Orchard, and Black-vented orioles visiting 
her feeders.  But the biggest treat (at least in orioles), 
was the Sonoran race of the Streak-backed oriole, a 
bird with such a neon-orange head that sunglasses are 
almost a necessity.

Maria Acosta’s culinary treats surpassed even last-
year’s Rancho Acosta breakfasts, lunches and farewell 
dinner.  It was a well-fed group that piled into the van 
to head back to Arizona, driving past the ancient Ala-
mos cathedral and wending our way through the nar-
row cobblestone streets.  But we had one more treat in 
store for us.  Passing by a fallow fi eld for a last look 

Mary Miles of the Village of Oak Creek Inspects a Gi-
ant Strangler Fig - photo by Betsy Feinberg

See Mexico,  page 6
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Northern Arizona Audubon Society Adopts! - Kathie Satterfi eld

 NAAS is proud to announce our adoption of a 
portion of the east Rio de Flag – informally known as 
Logan’s’ Crossing.  This area is Forest Service land, 
in Doney Park, just off Townsend/Winona road.  It’s 
also one of our four Rio de Flag Important Bird Ar-
eas.  To date, Jim Logan has recorded 144 bird spe-
cies using this section of the river, 
which is why we feel it is deserving 
of our time and attention.
 Saturday, April 7th, we held 
our fi rst clean-up here and had 
17 volunteers turn out to dig up 
invasive thistle and pick-up trash 
– and they weren’t even all Audu-
bon volunteers. We had people 
join us from the Outdoors Club, 
students from NAU, City staff, as 
well as friends and neighbors.  We 
worked from 9:00 am until 3:30 pm and when it 
was done, Forest Service ranger Chad Condrotte 
had two very full pick-up truckloads of trash, and 
an additional ten or twelve tires, to haul out.
 I owe many thanks to several people who 
helped make this cleanup happen.  First, and fore-
most, a ton of thanks goes to David McKee, City of 
Flagstaff Stormwater Dept. Streams Team leader, 
(and Weed Warrior extraordinaire), for putting 
me in touch with the following people that helped 

get this project off the ground.
 County Supervisor Deb Hill and her assistant, 
Elaine Beyal, provided water, snacks, sodas, sand-
wiches and trash bags for our volunteers.  Elaine’s 
advice about what food to get and how much was in-
dispensable – she even went shopping with me.  Su-

pervisor Hill used her discretionary 
community development funds to 
pay for this.  Believe me, the food 
and drink were greatly appreciated 
by one and all.
 Forest Service Ranger, Brian 
Trittle, coordinated our getting a 
volunteer agreement signed with 
the Forest Service and then made 
sure Chad was available to help 
on Saturday.  He is also working 
on getting two junk cars removed 
from the area.

 All in all, we 
enjoyed a beau-
tiful day at the 
river, accom-
plished a lot, 
and made new 
friends with 
kindred spirits.  
So come join us next time...

 The Coconino National Forest is looking for 
volunteers to help with restoration efforts on An-
derson Mesa.  In the past these efforts have been 
sponsored by the Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment and have consisted of small tree removal.  
This year we are going to focus on removing fenc-
es that are no longer needed.  Henry Provencio of 
the Forest Service is the contact this year.  We are 
going to remove interior fences from lakes which 
will be getting livestock exclusion fences.
 Volunteers are asked to dress appropriately 
by wearing long pants, long sleeved shirts, gloves 
and appropriate footwear.  Volunteers are asked to 
gather at the Mormon Lake Ranger District offi ce 
at 4373 South Lake Mary Road, Flagstaff at 8:00 
am the morning of the volunteer day.  Projects are 
expected to last approximately 4-5 hours, volun-
teer should bring enough food and water for the 
day and bring heavy pliers if they have them. The 
Anderson Mesa Volunteer Days are as Follows:

May 19,  Long Lake Fence Removal
June 9, Perry Lake Fence Removal
July 21, Mud Lake Fence Removal
August 11, Corner Lake Fence Removal

As the dates draw near, these projects will be 
posted on the Coconino National Forest Web Site 
under Volunteering.  If you have questions call 
Henry at 928.214.2436.

Coconino Nat’l Forest Needs Volunteers...

Grand Canyon volunteer opportunities

This May, Grand Canyon National Park will be 
looking for volunteers to assist in revegetation 
and invasive plant species removal. This program 
will begin May 14th and will end the 17th, and 
take place at the South Rim Village. The second 
opportunity is on the North Rim of Grand Canyon 
from June 26 through July 1. More information is 
available online at http://www.gcvolunteers.org 
or via e-mail at john@gcnpf.org.

Our next cleanup dates are June 
9th & July 7th.  If you can come 
out and help on either of those 
dates, please contact Kathie Sat-
terfi eld, our volunteer coordina-
tor at k.satterfi eld@yahoo.com 
or 928.522.0375.

The Rio cleanup volunteer crew.
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Shade Grown Chocolate?  

Yes, you read this correctly.  Cacao is another plant 
that has been modifi ed to grow in the sun, thus more 
rain forest is being destroyed in the name of making 
more profi t. 

Traditionally, cacao was grown in the shade just as 
coffee was. Now companies like M&M/Mars, Hershey 
Food Corp., Nestles, and Russell Stover are purchasing 
their cacao beans from growers who are not environ-
mentally friendly. However, there are corporations that 
are producing or selling “Forest Chocolate” from cacao 
beans that are farmed using organic, shade-grown and 
fair trade methods. These company’s names will not 
be as familiar to you but I hope you will seek them out. 
The most likely places to fi nd them are those that sell 
organics products.

The most familiar to me is Newman’s Own Organ-
ics which, I believe, is run by Paul Newman’s daughter. 
According to NOO’s spokespeople, their cacao “comes 
from small farmers in the Talamanca and Bocas del 
Toro regions on the Atlantic coasts of Costa Rica and 
Panama.”  The growers there have a history with the 
cacao tree that goes back over 3,000 years. These cacao 
farms also provide a buffer zone for the La Amistad 
Biospere Reserve, where endangered and threatened 
species reside.

Green & Blacks purchase cacao beans from farms 
where the cacao trees are grown in the shade of in-
digenous mahogany, cedar and teak trees alongside 
other crops including bananas, coffee, papaya, avocado 
and pineapple. This increases the biodiversity which 
can help fi ght off some of the many diseases that 
can drastically affect a cacao crop and it allows these 
farmers to avoid spraying the trees with insecticides 
which are harmful to them as well as consumers of 
the chocolate.

You can fi nd the names of more shade-grown 
chocolate companies under www.rainforestrelief.org.
So seek out chocolate that is organic (safer for you), 
shade-grown (protects rainforests) and fair trade 
(give the farmer a living wage). Then, as that delicious 
chocolate bar melts in your mouth, you have double 

the satisfaction.   - Phyllis Kegley

Tuzigoot IBA Update
 Secretive Wood ducks, stalking Great blue her-
ons and sexy Turkey vultures (yes, they were caught 
in the act!) were just three of the many bird species 
that were counted on the April 1st monitoring trip 
to Dead Horse Ranch State Park, part of the Tuzi-
goot IBA. This was the third monitoring trip, and the 
weather was glorious and much enjoyed by the 12 
enthusiastic participants who were divided up into 
three teams: a riparian transect team, that surveyed 
a mile-long stretch of the Verde River in the Verde 
Valley Greenway; an upland transect team, that sur-
veyed a 11/2 mile stretch of the Lime Kiln trail which 
starts in DHSP; and a lagoons team, that does a cen-
sus of the three lagoons in the park.
 On this trip, 53 species were counted between the 
three teams, and although many of the species were 
seen by two or more teams, some were found by only 
one, for example : Rock wrens, Crissal thrashers and 
Black-throated sparrows in the upland transect; 
Wood ducks, Cliff swallows and Belted kingfi sher in 
the riparian transect; and Marsh wren, Pied-billed 
grebes and Ring-necked ducks on the lagoons.
 Although many of the birds are year-round resi-
dents, between the fi rst two trips (Jan 28 and March 
4) and this one there has been a change in the species 
make-up and in individual numbers, as the winter 
residents, such as Grackles, White-crowned spar-
rows and various ducks, have given way to spring 
migrants and summer residents, such as Cliff swal-
lows, Black-throated sparrows and Lucy’s warblers. 
The number of individual birds seen (445) was down 
by almost 50% compared to the fi rst two trips, thanks 
in large part to decreases in the number of ducks, 
blackbirds, grackles, and especially, White-crowned 
sparrows that appear to winter in large numbers in 
DHSP. Overall our species count for DHSP this year 
stands at 72.
The next monitoring trips will be on April 22 and 
May 20, weather permitting, and if anyone else 
would like to participate, we would love to have you, 
so please call or e-mail Celia Holm at 928.774.6952, 
or c.holm@att.net.

Northern American Migration Count (NAMC)
Sat May 12 is the 2007 annual Spring migration count. 
Data collected by teams are turned over to Troy Cor-
man at the non-game branch of AZ Game and Fish 
Dept, Phoenix. Interested birders can call Elaine Mor-
rall at 928.526.1022 for participation info.

at shorebirds on a mudfl at, we spotted what we thought 
was a sparrow.  Closer inspection revealed a pair of horned 
larks and a nest with three eggs.  It turned out to be the 
southernmost record for a nesting Horned lark in Sonora!

For more about Capulin Coffee and Mark Pretti, see www.
capulincoffe.com and www.markprettinaturetours.com

Mexico,  from page 4
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Jim Logan joined the Board in 2005 and is 
now Conservation Co-Chair ATR. Jim is involved in 
numerous conservation projects including the bird 
monitoring for the proposed Rio de Flag IBA. He has 
collected a list of over 120 bird species for the Logan 
Crossing portion.

Celia Holm joined the Board in 2005 as 
Director-at-Large. She now is in charge of the bird 
monitoring at Tuzigoot IBA and is helping organize 
and lead bird walks at the Arboretum at Flagstaff.

Sandy Clark is fi nishing a two year term as 
Membership Co-Chair ATR. She has been diligent 
in sending out letters to prospective members 
and reminders to current members to renew their 
memberships.

There are several previous Board members that 
I would like to thank. Frank Brandt, former NAAS 
President, has inspired us with his dedication to 
and wisdom about conservation issues. Frank and 
Linda, his wife, are co-editors of the Flagstaff birding 
guide. Now serving on the Audubon Arizona Board, 
Frank continues to help NAAS in many ways. Peter 
Friederici was a wonderful Conservation Co-Chair 
ATR . Patty Denison and Linda Raymond, 
Board Members-at-Large played major roles in the 
Bubbling Ponds project.

Gary Romig created all the art work and 
maps for the NAAS birding guides and organized 
the Jerome CBC for many years. He also edited the 
newsletter. Michael Durgain represented NAAS 
on the Verde Valley Birding and Nature Festival 
Committee. Roger and Debbie Grilli did publicity 
for the Sedona/Verde Valley area. Joan Hamilton 
(deceased) served as Education Chair for many years 
and will always be missed by those of us who know 
her. Debbie James served as Membership Co-Chair 
ATR and as Hospitality Chair for the Flagstaff area. 
She also has hosted the last two Board Retreats. Sue 
Ordway organized wonderful programs during her 
tenure as Program Chair.

There are some NAAS members who have not 
been Board members but never-the-less contributed 
in important ways. Dave Lamkin represented the 
chapter on the Wolf Reintroduction Project. Elaine 
Morrall worked very hard to get Anderson Mesa 
established as an IBA and was in charge of the bird 
monitoring there. Also, she has been the compiler 
for the Mormon Lake IBA for many years. Russ 
Balda was compiler for the Mount Elden CBC and 
wonderful speaker for several general meetings. 
Terry Blows is now the compiler for that CBC. 

Dottie Hook has been the compiler for the Sedona 
CBC and former newsletter editor. Ruth (deceased) 
and Carl Breitmaier compiled the Camp Verde 
CBC for a long time. Anita MacFarlane has been in 
charge of this CBC since the Breitmaiers stepped 
down. Linda Hall and Winnie Tanney, are 
serving as Hospitality Co-Chairs for the Flagstaff 
meetings. Stephen Hall has been the chapter 
historian for many years.

I wish I had the room to thank all the fi eld trip 
leaders, refreshment providers, those that helped with 
the VVB&NF,  Page Springs restoration and other of 
our projects. All of you are important to NAAS. We 
couldn’t do all the things we do without you.

Thank you all for making my four years as 
NAAS President pleasant and meaningful.

 It’s not too late to join the Birdathon
and help raise money for habitat restoration and 
our educational programs.  Forms are available 
online at www.nazas.org.
 As usual, your birding efforts will be reward-
ed with prizes donated by local businesses:  a gift 
certifi cate for 2 yummy meals at the Old Town 
Cafe in Cottonwood near Dead Horse Ranch State 
Park  (great homemade pastries), a gift certifi cate 
at a local garden center and one to High Country 
Gardens in Santa Fe (www.highcountrygardens.
com), a $30 bird feeder, dinner at the Hideaway 
in Sedona.  We’re still receiving donated prizes, so 
who knows what surprises lie in wait! Prizes will 
be awarded at a post-Birdathon potluck at Betsy 
Feinberg’s home on the second weekend in June, 
exact date yet to be determined.
 If you are forming a team, please let Betsy 
Feinberg know.  (928-203-0676, Extension 11, or 
BetsyFPub101@Catharon.com

Welcome to our new and renewing members:
Richard & Claire Comnick
Perry & Terra Crampton
Georgia Duncan
David Ennos
Elena Espinosa
Maggie Formhals
Gay Haefner
Sheila Harrington
Patricia Hall & Ernest 
Kurmes
Carolyn Larsen
Phyllis Lindberg
Elaine Melia
Margaret Miller

Lynne Nemeth
Adrienne Pritchard
Craig Priest
Gary & Karen Schiltz
Carol Scholing
Dave & Brenda Smith
William & Diane Steiniger
Melanie Testa & David Romine
Cathy Ann Trotta
Melanie T. van Buskirk
Jerry & Janet Walters
Jim Wayland
Frances Whetten
Cindy Wilder
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JOIN US!
NORTHERN ARIZONA AUDUBON SOCIETY

Please enroll me/our household as a Chap-
ter Member of Northern Arizona Audubon 
Society (NAAS).

Name: 
Address: 
City, State, Zip
Phone:
Email:
(If you wish to be a part of the NAAS email list)

Enclosed:
$12 for 1 year

 $22 for 2 years
 $30 for 3 years

Please make checks payable to NAAS and mail to: NAAS and mail to: NAAS
 Membership Chair, NAAS
 PO Box 1496, Sedona, AZ 86339

Check here if this is a 
change of address 

Check here if this is a 
renewal

Trail Dedication in Memory of Joan Hamilton

 The Benefactors of Red Rock State Park will have 
the offi cial dedication of the Mesquite Loop Trail on 
Saturday, May 5, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.  This trail has 
been constructed to furnish people with limited abili-
ties a chance to learn about Red Rock State  Park and 
the environment that exists there. There is also an art 
project developed by local school children under the di-
rection of Fuller Barnes  a local artist.
 Mesquite Loop Trail is dedicated to the memory of 
Joan Hamilton who was Education Chair of Northern Ari-
zona Audubon for a number of years and also was a long 
time volunteer at RRSP and a founder of the Benefactors.
 The walkways are fi nished and the benches in place 
and by May the native wildfl owers should be in full 
bloom.  Everyone is invited to come to the dedication 
and enjoy memories of Joan and see the beautiful trail.
 The Benefactors of Red Rock State Park were founded to assist 
the Park in carrying out its environmental education mission.

Have you visited our web site?

WWW.NAZAS.ORG

• The BlackHawk Watch is published bi-monthly Septem-
ber through May , and is sent to members of the Northern 
Arizona Audubon Society as a membership benefi tArizona Audubon Society as a membership benefi tArizona Audubon Society .
• Articles are welcome from members and non-members. Send 
proposed articles by email to bryan@coopsmaps.com Deadline 
for copy is the 10th of the month.


